
Compliance program -
Great Barrier Reef Protection 

Measures



Summary

• Overview of the current 
compliance program.

• Proposed changes to reef 
regulations.



Chapter 4A

• Chapter 4A of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1994 contains the 
Great Barrier Reef protection 
measures.

• This contains regulations aimed at 
reducing water quality impacts from 
agricultural activities.

• These commenced in 2010 and 
were reinvigorated in 2016, after 
being put on hold in favour of 
voluntary approaches in 2012.



Current compliance program

• Focusses on the fertiliser 
application requirements for 
sugarcane growers in the Wet 
Tropics, Burdekin and Mackay 
Whitsunday priority catchments.

• Supplements the department’s 
Environmentally Relevant Activity 
compliance program that cover 
things like mines, quarries, landfill, 
aquaculture and sewage treatment.



Fertiliser requirements

• Undertake soil testing within one year prior to planting in 
accordance with the approved method.

• Calculate the optimum amount of nitrogen and phosphorus 
required in accordance with the approved method.

• Apply no more than the optimum amount of nitrogen and 
phosphorus.

• Keep records



Key things we’re looking for

• Records of soil tests carried out for 
plant crops, and the soil test reports 
received.

• Records of the calculation of the 
optimum amount of nitrogen and 
phosphorus.

• Records of the amount of fertilisers and 
soil conditioners applied.



Key things we’re looking for

• The timing and method of applying the 
fertilisers and soil conditioners 

• A map of the farm showing the 
boundary of the blocks where soil 
testing, and fertiliser and soil 
conditioner application has occurred

• Current lot on plan information; and

• A copy of the product analysis of the 
fertiliser used.



Compliance approach

• Initial visit is aimed at the communication and education end 
of the compliance spectrum.

• If there are issues growers are given an opportunity to 
address.

• Follow up visits are conducted to confirm these have been 
rectified.

• Ongoing non-compliance will be responded to in accordance 
with the department’s enforcement guidelines.



Proposed changes
• The Queensland Government has 

released the Broadening and enhancing 
reef protection regulations; Consultation 
Regulatory Impact Statement, September 
2017.

• Assesses the costs and benefits of 
proposed measures to broaden and 
enhance the existing reef protection 
regulations.

• Search - reef RIS 
www.qld.gov.au/environment/agriculture/
sustainable-farming/reef-regulations



Overview
• Expanded to include all reef 

catchments.

• Set nutrient and sediment load 
limits for each reef catchment to 
target responses for managing 
risks to water quality.

• Apply minimum practice standards 
targeting nutrient and sediment 
loss for key industries in reef 
catchments (cane, grazing, 
bananas, horticulture and grains).



Overview

• Require fertiliser re-sellers to keep 
and produce on request records of 
their nutrient application advice.

• Establish a water quality offset 
framework to manage water 
quality impacts from new, 
expanded or intensified 
development.



Objective
To address water quality issues by ensuring that:

• Water quality targets are taken into account by decision 
makers

• Regulatory responses are proportionate to the risks posed 
from key land uses

• New development can occur without compromising water 
quality gains

• Allows for industry led programs such as BMP to provide an 
alternative pathway for meeting regulatory requirements.



Sugarcane growing  - summary

• Stage 1 is revised minimum standards that includes no 
broadcast fertiliser application, calibration requirements for 
fertiliser equipment and soil loss controls.

• Stage 2 is a transition to whole of farm nutrient management 
plans; to be accompanied by a support program 
acknowledging the up front cost and need for agronomic 
expertise.

• New sugarcane greenfield sites will be required to meet 
additional farm design standards.



Grazing - summary

All commercial grazing required to meet minimum standards

• Having a property map to assist planning and management.
• A suitable method is used for calculating stocking rate.
• Annual land condition assessment for representative land 

types.
• The use of measures to maintain land in good condition or 

promote recovery of poor or declining condition.
• Keep records of fertiliser and agricultural chemical use.

New grazing greenfield sites will be required to meet additional 
design standards.



How to provide comment – submissions due 
3 November 2017 

Email:
officeofthegbr@ehp.qld.gov.au

Mail:
Reef regulations RIS
Office of the Great Barrier Reef
Department of Environment and 
Heritage Protection
GPO Box 2454
Brisbane QLD 4001




